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Selling Your Turnings

Written by Ron Sahli
Photos by Ron Sahli

Our custom embroiderer, Art Majerus, was
our speaker for the March Inland Woodturners meeting. He was not going to talk about
his selection of embroidered T-shirts, Hats, or
even his Smocks. Art has been selling his
turnings at Arts and Craft fairs for over 22
years. In that time he has sold about 4,000 of
his turned items, from pens to hollow forms
and almost everything in between. He travels
to 20-25 cities a year to sell his goods. So pay
attention and glean as much as you can from
his experiences.
Art started his presentation by going over the
various type of shows available to Woodturners.


Art



Craft



Art & Craft



Fine Art



Handmade



Wholesale



Gallery

He explained the important points about each type of show. Art fairs are high end,
Craft fairs the low end with Art & Craft fairs having the whole range. Fine Art
shows do not consider woodturning an art and will accept your application (and
fee) and not put you in the show. The handmade shows do not always only sell
handmade items (sellers lie). To sell at wholesale shows you have to be willing to
sell your items so low as to allow your buyer to resell at least double your price.
(Continued on page 3)
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Secretary
Jeanette Morgan
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One of the main goals of the Inland Woodturners is to educate and inspire its members in the art of wood turning. Each month a member or a guest instructor will
lead a presentation or a demonstration related to the art of wood turning. The following month’s challenge is loosely based on the presentation; all members of the
club are challenged to take what they learned and use it. We realize everyone does
not have the same tools and equipment; challenges are designed with that in mind.
If the demonstration is a full size platter and you only have a mini lathe, your challenge is to make a smaller platter using the same basic shape. If the challenge requires a special tool you do not own or want to own you may be able to take your
project to another club member’s workshop and/or borrow the needed tool. If you
meet the monthly challenge, and present your challenge piece to the club at the
next meeting, you will be entered in the drawing for a $25 gift certificate from
Craft Supplies USA. If you meet all 12 Challenges for the year you will be eligible
for the Ironman year end award.

Treasurer
Bob Nay
Cheri-bob@verizon.net

Librarian
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westwood2@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Ron Sahli
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Webmaster
Jim Gross
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Refreshments Chairman
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Wood Raffle
One of the ways this club covers expenses is the monthly wood raffle. Members
are encouraged to bring a chunk of wood or two for the raffle. Raffle tickets are
a buck each or six for five dollars. Some of our best work has been done with
raffle wood, part of the fun is figuring out what you can make from a piece of
raffle wood.

Show and Tell
Each meeting everyone in attendance is given an opportunity to show work other
than the monthly challenge. Items in show and tell should meet the following
guidelines.
1. Something you made yourself out of wood even if it was not on a lathe.

Raffle Chairman
Dan

Pro-demons Chairman
Scott Fructer
sfructer@netzero.net
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2. Something you crafted yourself using your lathe, but not necessarily out of
wood, it could have been made out of acrylic, plastic, deer antlers etc.
3. A specialized tool or jig you made or purchased for use in your workshop,
you feel the members of the club would be interested in.
If you present a show and tell item you will be entered in a drawing for a $10
gift certificate at Craft Supplies USA.

Inland Woodturners

Selling Your Turnings
Selling on consignment is difficult. You turn over your turnings and they
may not be displayed. If they are displayed and they do sell, the gallery
may be very slow in notifying and paying you. If you do decide to take this
approach, Art suggests making an appointment and visiting the gallery to
ensure you turnings are displayed or sold.
Art then talked about what to sell. Do you sell a little bit of everything or
specialize in one type of turning? The choice is yours, Art has seen both be
successful.
Next on the slide show was a discussion of the Display/Show requirements.
Be sure to read all the show requirements such as outdoor canopy color.
This little detail cost Art quite a bit of money. Indoor shows will likely require you to bring tables, flooring, displays, walls, and your own lighting.
The requirements vary from show to show and many of the required items
can be rented from the promoter (for a price). Outdoor shows will require
the same and also a canopy. Even the color of the canopy can be the difference between acceptance or not. The rule is to buy a white canopy (with
straight legs) as almost all shows that require a particular color require
white.
Well now that you have decided what show to sell at, how to display it, what you are going to sell, you
only have one more thing to decide…. At what Price$$$ ???
How to price your items is a difficult decision for us Woodturners.


Hourly Wage



Materials Cost



A Combination of the two



Perceived Value

At Art’s first show he was approached by three others turners advising
on his prices. They were too low. He ended up raising his prices and
still selling almost all of his inventory. Art suggests that you start with
your prices high and then discount if needed. Although there are some
sellers that never discount. Even if it is the last few minutes of the
show and the buyer is asking for a small discount. You also need to
consider that you will have to make enough profit on the items you
sell to pay for all the costs that you incurred at the fair. These include
transportation to and from the show, any equipment rental cost, food
and lodging while at the show, application fee, and show fee.
All and all there are a lot of things to consider and many pitfalls to
avoid. After Art’s great presentation we are all much better prepared to
sell our turnings at Art & Craft fairs. Thanks Art!
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AAW 2012 Symposium
“San Jose 6/8-6/10”

Written by Ron Sahli

AAW has been conducting annual woodturning symposia since 1987
The 26th Annual AAW symposium, to be held in San Jose,
California Friday June 08 through Sunday June 10, 2012, at
the McEnery Convention Center& Cultural Facilities.
The symposium is open to anyone with an interest in woodturning. Full registration fee includes demonstrations, the Instant Gallery, trade show exhibitions, auctions and membership for non-members
San Jose will feature a line-up of more than 85 demonstrators and panelists. For a list of
demonstrations and panels planned by each demonstrator and panelist click here. There
will be twelve demonstrators/panelists from California. See if there any names you recognize. (Jacques Blumer, Carmen de la Paz, Denise DeRose, Bill Hunter, Mike Jackofsky, Deborah Kermode,
Jerry Kermode, Dave Peck, Jim Rodgers, Merryll Saylan, David Vannier, Kevin Wallace )

Four Emerging Artists (sponsored by the Professional Outreach Program) will provide special demonstrations during
the symposium: David Earle, Rudy Lopez, Elizabeth Lundburg, and Lynne Yamaguchi.
There are also many other sights to see in and near San
Jose, Half Moon bay, Winchester Mystery house, Rosicrucian Egyptian Museum, The Tech Museum, San Jose Institute of Contemporary Art, Ira F Brilliant Center for Beethoven Studies, and the San Jose Museum of Quilts &
Textiles, just to name a few.
So check out all the detail at the AAW website click here
and I hope to see you there.
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Upcoming Events
APRIL
Sunday the 15th at Goeske center from 1:00pm to ~ 4:30pm
IWT Meeting will be on hollow forms. Sven will not be able do the demo, but that won’t stop us. Bring your hollowing tools and
share your experiences with the club.
Donations to the center for their annual auction fundraiser need to be turned in at this month’s meeting. The center
provides us a meeting place and storage for our lathe and library at no cost. Please let each of us turn something for them.
MAY
Sunday the 20th at Goeske center from 1:00pm to ~4:30pm
IWT Meeting with demonstration by Ron Sahli on multi-axes turning. How to turn unusual forms with no special tools and between
centers. Check out Barbara Dill’s website to see what is possible.
Thursday the 17th thru the 19th at Utah Valley University, Orem, Utah
Utah Woodturning Symposium with over 80 demonstrators and many special events.
Saturday the 19th at Rockler in Ontario 9:00am to ~ 2:00pm
Bring your lathe and turn in front of the crowds, promote the club, or just come and offer moral support.
JUNE
Friday the 8th thru the 10th at the McEnery Convention Center in San Jose, CA
26th annual American Association of Woodturning 2012 Symposium. The symposium includes demonstrations, the Instant Gallery,
trade show exhibitions, and auctions.

No IWT meeting this month. Have a great fathers day!
JULY
Sunday the 15th at Goeske center from 1:00pm to ~ 4:30pm
IWT Meeting with a Turn-a-thon. Bring a mini lathe or use the clubs and show what you know. We will be doing hands on demos
and giving everyone a chance to try out what is being shown. So bring your questions, tools, wood, a desire to try out some new
techniques. Tool sharpening will also be covered.
Saturday the 21st at Rockler in Ontario 9:00am to ~ 2:00pm
Bring your lathe and turn in front of the crowds, promote the club, or just come offer moral support.
August
Sunday the 18th at Goeske center from 1:00pm to ~ 4:30pm
IWT Meeting with demonstration by Richard Spencer on Segmented Turning. Richard is well known for his segmented tunings and
his specializing in urns and castles. Don’t miss what I am sure will be an entertaining and interesting demo.
September
Sunday the 15th at Goeske center from 1:00pm to ~ 4:30pm
IWT Meeting with demonstration by Dave Morgan on Miniatures. Dave is know for so many different things, Turned hats, miniature
surfboards (and other miniatures), knot tying, and the list goes on and on...
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Show and Tell
This month’s show and tell contained many great items!
This month’s show and tell included many non-turned items. It is great to see such a variety of
items from our members.
Great job all and thanks for sharing!
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Challenge / Show & Tell Forms
Below are copies of the Challenge / Show and Tell forms. If you find yourself having to borrow a pen, struggling to remember the type of wood or finish used on your project at the meeting, then print out this page and
fill in the forms in the convenience of your own home.
We will still have forms at the meeting as well.
Please remember to circle where the form is for the Challenge for the Show and Tell. It makes my life a
lot easier.

INLAND WOODTURNERS

INLAND WOODTURNERS

Challenge / Show & Tell Form

Challenge / Show & Tell Form

(please cirlcle one)

(please cirlcle one)

Month:

Month:

Name of Turner:

Name of Turner:

Description of Piece:

Description of Piece:

Type(s) of Wood used:

Type(s) of Wood used:

Finish used:

Finish used:

INLAND WOODTURNERS

INLAND WOODTURNERS

Challenge / Show & Tell Form

Challenge / Show & Tell Form

(please cirlcle one)

(please cirlcle one)

Month:

Month:

Name of Turner:

Name of Turner:

Description of Piece:

Description of Piece:

Type(s) of Wood used:

Type(s) of Wood used:

Finish used:

Finish used:
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Matched Items
The February demonstration was how to make matched turned items.
Our judged winner was Richard Spence with his wine goblets.

Page 8

Inland Woodturners

Matched Items
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Iron Man Challenge 2012
Mortar Matched
Hollow
Spin top
& Pestle Items
Forms

Jan

Feb

Gary Bingham

X

X

Larry Cooper

X

X

Darrell Harris

X

X

Dave Holzberger

X

X

Brad Joplin

X

X

Robert Love

X

X

Darrell Luthy

X

X

Rick Mills

X

Dave Morgan

X

X

Tom Perkins

X

X

Ron Sahli

X

X

Matt Sahli

X

X

Jim Sciolla

X

X

Richard Spencer

X

X

Jim Thompson

X

Mar

Apr

MultiSegTurn a
axis
mented
Thon
Turning
Turning

May

Jul

Aug

Minatures

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

Iron man Challenge Criteria
Your wood turning must meet the requirements for that particular Challenge. It must be timely, done or at least
completed after the demonstration and turned in within two months. You must fill out the challenge questionnaire, and present it to the group.
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Turning Around The Web
I am taking a little detour from the web and focusing on our March meeting.

Just like when we are turning that bowl, hollow form, or ice cream scoop
handle, sometime we are presented with the opportunity for a design
change. Well at our last meeting Jim was presented with such an opportunity when he dumped all the raffle tickets in the trash before the raffle
drawing. There was only a short delay as Jim fished out tickets and the raffle continued.

To see all the pictures from March’s meeting check out the album on
Photobucket our user ID is IWTPhotos. All the photos are posted there.

Meeting Minutes
March’s meeting had over 46 members attend.
Check the upcoming events calendar on page five of this newsletter for announcements.
Donations are being take for the Center at our April meeting. This is for the Center’s annual auction fundraiser. Please bring a turned item or two and support the folks that provide us a place to hold our meeting
and store our lathe (would you want to store the club lathe at your house?).
Richard Spencer was our Matched Turnings winner with his set of wine glasses. The stems and base were
turned, but the glass part was purchased. The judging was difficult with the measurements going down to
the hundredths of inches. Great job Richard.

Newsletter Editor’s Notes
As always I am looking forward to your comments, suggestions, and criticisms. They
are all welcome.

I encourage all of you to submit an article to be included in the newsletter.
If you have any ideas for suggestion, please email me at Ron@sahli.us or call me at
951-203-8257.
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We have a variety of local woods milled into
slab, veneer, blocks and woodturning stock.
We can slab trees up to 52" in diameter, and
precision bandsaw mill and re-saw up to 20"
in width. Contact Mike 818-406-5378
mikegeragos@gmail.com

Get 10% off at our new sponsor
woodline.com and say thanks for the donation to our first tool raffle
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